Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 6th December 2019
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Headteacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

“And the word became flesh and dwelt among us”
John 1:14

Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Attentive and Discerning
Throughout this half term our children will be reflecting upon being attentive to their
everyday experiences and their vocation; and discerning about the choices they make
and the effects of those choices on themselves and others.

Catholic Life of the Oratory
This week marked the start of Advent. Please ensure
that you make a very special effort to attend Mass
during this very special season of Advent.
Advent Facts:
• Advent is a time of waiting, preparation and expectation.
• The word ‘Advent’ comes from the Latin word ‘adventus’ which means ‘coming’.
• Advent always contains 4 Sundays but starts closest to St Andrew’s Day (30th Nov).
• The Liturgical year ends with the Feast of Christ The King.
• Advent colour is purple/violet which symbolises the Penitential spirit, similar to Lent, a theme of
preparation for the second coming of the Lord.
• Advent is a reminder of the Old Testament promises of the Coming of the Messiah. The Advent tradition
of the Jesse Tree consists of symbols of the Messiah.
• Advent focuses on light. Christ enters our dark world and casts away darkness of sin to redeem us. Christ
is the light of our world.
• Pope Gregory I in the late 6th or 7th Century composed many of the prayers, antiphonal and psalm
responses.
• The world’s largest Advent Calendar is Gengenbach Town Hall with its 24 windows.
• The First Advent Calendar containing chocolate was produced by Cadbury’s in 1958.

Reverse Advent Calendar – the calendar that gives something back!
Now that Advent has begun, lots of you will have already opened
the first few doors on your Advent calendar.
Advent is a time of preparing and getting ready to celebrate the
birth of Jesus. Unfortunately, throughout this year we have seen
an increase in those who are homeless in Birmingham. Christmas
can be a time of great happiness for many people, however it can
be a time of great sadness and loneliness for others, especially
those with no home.
We have decided to create an Oratory School Reverse Advent
Calendar to support CRISIS – a national charity for homeless
people and we need your help!
We ask that our children bring in an item listed below on the date allocated to their year group:
Date
Monday 9th December
Tuesday 10th December
Wednesday 11th December
Thursday 12th December
Friday 13th December
Monday 16th December
Tuesday 17th December
Wednesday 18th December
Thursday 19th December
Friday 20th December

Year Groups
Year 6
Year 5
Year 4
Year 3
Year 2
Year 1
Reception
Nursery
Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2
Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6

Item
Hats – adult size
Gloves - adult size
Scarves - adult size
Socks – adult size
Shower gel
Roll on deodorant
Foot cream
Toothpaste
Biscuits
Chocolate

Your thoughtfulness and kindness will go toward helping the homeless of Birmingham have a Christmas to
remember! Further information can be found at https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/donate-gifts-inkind/christmas-wishlist-birmingham/

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance : 2nd December to 6th December 2019:

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95% it is a cause for concern and you will be contacted by the school to
see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

Blessing of Baby Jesus
We are inviting all children to make their own Baby Jesus and bring it to school on Thursday 19th
December. Father Anton will be blessing them so they can be displayed in your home Mangers.
Some example to make them are listed below:

Using Salt dough or air-dry clay, children make and
paint baby Jesus in the manger.
Idea from www.CatholicInspired.com

Using Pebbles, the children paint baby Jesus.
Idea from www.CatholicInspired.com
Using a pair of socks, stuff one with filling for the
face of Jesus and use the other to make a hat.
Then use felt and string to make him a swaddle
cloth.
You could use a paper sandwich bag to make the
manger and hay.
Idea from www.CatholicIcing.com
Using lollipop sticks, wool, string and a paper cup,
children create a mini manger.
Idea from www.CatholicIcing.com

Blessing
God our Father, you loved us so much, you sent your only Son, Jesus, born of the Virgin Mary, to save us
and lead us back to you.
We pray that, with your blessing, these images of Jesus might be a sign of your presence and love in our
homes.
Good Father, give your blessing to all who gather with us this Christmas, family and friends.
Open our hearts, that we might receive Jesus in joy, always do what he asks of us, and see him in those
who need our love.
Blessing of Baby Jesus

Nut Free School
May we remind parents and carers that we are a ‘nut’ free school!
Please do not send your child into school with any food items containing any kind of , or
traces of nut. Thank you for your support.

SCHOOL CLOSURES
Parents will be notified (ideally before 7:00am) via text if inclement weather or any other issues affects the opening
and closing of the school. Please be assured that we will do our very best to keep school life as normal as possible.
Any decision that affects school will consider the health and safety of children and staff, based upon their ability to

travel to and from school, safely. As temperatures fall over the coming weeks please ensure children remember to
bring their coats and hats to school.

REMINDER:
We are going paperless with our Newsletters!
Thank you to all our families who have already given us a contact email
addess.
As you know, from January 2020 we will be going paperless with our
Newsletter. The Newsletter will be published weekly on the school website but we will also be emailing it
to you if we have your email address. Our website is administered externally therefore it is not always
possible to get it uploaded on Fridays by our webmaster. The best way to ensure you receive the
Newsletter timely on Fridays is for you to provide us with your email address as soon as possible, this way
we can ensure is emailed directly from us. If you haven’t done this yet, please come to the school office
so we can take yor email address.
What happens I you don’t have an email address? Don’t worry! There will be paper copies available in the
school office if you need one but no paper copies will be given to children.

Social Media – Do you know what your child is accessing, looking at and
uploading on social media?
Following a number of issues that have arisen from the inappropriate use of
social media at home and have been brought to the attention of parents and
carers by the school, we strongly recommend that you do not allow your
children to use apps or sites that encourage messaging or posting messages,
pictures, voice notes or videos. If parents and carers allow their children to do
this, then your child must be supervised. Social media can impact on your child's
well-being in a negative way. Agree some rules together to ensure time spent on devices is limited. See
the expert advice from Internet Matters (https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/).
We would kindly ask all parents and carers whose children have access to technology to monitor their
usage as we know lack of vigilance can create unnecessary situations. We are liaising with Ladywood
Police Community Support Officers to come and speak to our children, parents and carers about the
impact of inappropriate Social Media interactions.

Alert from West Midlands Police: Inappropriate Social Media App
West Midlands Police has been made aware of an App called
“UNICO LIVE”. The app is publicised as age restricted 12+ and
designed for young people to upload videos of themselves
performing, singing and dancing etc. It has come to their attention
that there is inappropriate content on this platform involving young
people which is currently being investigated.
ENSURE YOUR CHILD DOES NOT USE THIS APP! YOUR CHILD’S
SAFETY IS AT RISK!
Did you know? You can now access You Tube on your Nintendo Switch? Ensure your parental settings
are in place.

Dates for your diary









Sun 8 December: Mass for First Holy Communion Pupils followed by meeting, 12.00 noon.
Sun 8 December: Second Sunday of Advent. Collect for Reverse Advent Box.
Mon 9 December: Whole School Mass for Feast of Immaculate Conception, 2.15pm.
Tue 10 December: Whole School Christmas Dinner.
Tue 10 December: Whole school Pantomime in school, paid for by FOTOS. THANK YOU FOTOS!
Wed 11 December: Year 6 Residential to Alton Castie (to Friday).
Wed 11 December: Parent/Carer Christmas Coffee Morning - bring cake, 9.00 to 10.00am.
Thurs 12 December: ELECTION DAY - SCHOOL WILL BE OPEN. The Foundation Unit will be a Polling
Station. Reception children will work in the Year 6 classroom (as Year 6 are in a Residential trip).
Nursery children will not attend school.
 Fri 13 December: Christmas Jumper Day - bring £1 for Crisis at Christmas.
 Fri 13 December: Caritas Christi Carol Service, St Chad's, 1.15pm.
 Sun 15 December: Third Sunday of Advent. Collect for Reverse Advent Box.
 Wed 18 Dec: EYFS Christmas Extravaganza, Foundation Stage Unit, 10.30am.
 Wed 18 Dec: Learning and Improvement Update Meeting, 2.30 and 5.30pm.
 Wed 18 Dec: Fotos Christmas Disco, The H Suite, 5pm – 8pm, Child: £2 and Adults: £3.50.
 Thu 19 December: EYFS and KS1 Christmas Parties.
 Thu 19 December: Father Anton blessing Baby Jesus made by children.
 Fri 20 December: Last day for Reverse Advent Boxes.
 Fri 20 December: Whole School Mass with Carols and Mince Pies, 9.15am.
 Fri 20 December: End of Term - School closes for Christmas at 1.30pm.
 Tues 7 January: School re-opens for children.
The rest of the dates for this term can be found in our website www.oratory.bham.sch.uk/diary.htm

Keep in your thoughts and prayers
Of your charity please pray for those who are ill, undergoing an operation or personal
difficulty at this time. We especially remember in our prayers Syzmon (Y1) and Nina’s
grandmother in Nairobi (Y6) who will both be undergoing operations very soon. We pray
for a successful outcome and speedy recovery.
Our Lady
St Philip Neri
St John Henry Newman
Pray for us
Pray for us
Pray for us

A word from Pope Francis:
““Advent is a time to prepare our hearts to receive Christ”

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

