Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 20th December 2019
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Headteacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him
‘Emmanuel’ – which means ‘God with us’”
Matthew 1:23

Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Attentive and Discerning
Throughout this half term our children will be reflecting upon being attentive to their
everyday experiences and their vocation; and discerning about the choices they
make and the effects of those choices on themselves and others.

Catholic Life of the Oratory – Mass times for the Christmas holiday period:

Reverse Advent Calendar – the calendar that
gives something back!
We have had an incredible response to our Reverse Advent
Calendar. We are very grateful for the donations received. We
appreciate this is a time when some families are quite stretched
and having received so many donations means a lot. Your
thoughtfulness and kindness will go towards helping the
homeless of Birmingham have a Christmas to remember! Our
Faith In Action team will be packing up these amazing donations and taking them to Crisis in Birmingham.
Further information can be found at https://www.crisis.org.uk/get-involved/donate-gifts-inkind/christmas-wishlist-birmingham/

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance: 16th December to 20th December 2019

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95%, it is a cause for concern and you will be contacted by the school to
see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

AMAZING NATIVITIES!
What amazing shows! Our children in EYFS and KS1 have done a great job this week.
They demonstrated acting, dancing and singing skills with great confidence and an
infectious enthusiasm resulting in a standing ovation.
Year 1 and 2 performed “Christmas with the Aliens” which, although it was not your
usual nativity production, was excellent and still delivered the message of the true
spirit of Christmas. A big thank you to Miss McKenzie-Ward for her incredible
directing skills as well as her assistant director Mr Honey and the support of Mr
Slyzyk, Mrs Larroque and Miss Keane.
Our EYFS children performed a fabulous Christmas Show Extravaganza and all
parents and carers were so proud of them. For such young children, they were
extremely confident in their performance. A big thank you to Mrs Lloyd, Mrs
Glanville, Mrs Milligan and Mrs Hann for all their hard work ensuring the
children had a great time whilst learning about the meaning of Christmas.

DOJO WINNERS
As part of our positive behaviour management programme, we use a system which awards positive
attitudes, Catholic Pupil Profile virtues, dipositions to learning and positive behaviour. We are very proud
to announce Autumn 1 and Autumn 2 winners. Each child has received a special certificate, star lapel pin
and a £5 WHSmith voucher.
Thank you everyone for your sustained hard work and being such super Oratory role models!
Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6
Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Autumn 1 Winners
Elilta Meron
Kymmi Chin
Markus Polla
Ava Beckley
Maksymilian Brzozowski
Neo Shield
Kimberley Kuissik
Danny Nguyen

Amanuel Hagos
Israel Fletcher
Maribel Wilson
Harvery Mattison
Simran Maan
Sophie Purcell
Mario Stoica
Sophie Ashford

Autumn 2 Winners
Emelia Sami
Ellie-Maye Dwyer
Chentiwini Gouni
Iyad Hitari
Ana Gonzalez Camino
Sophie Purcell
Martina Belo
Jason Tshiketa

Nathan King
Jeremiah Lefort Moukambakany
Re’Kai Ross
Elena Joac
Abdulhyyee Mirza
Halleta Tiruneh
Nathan Olszewski
Victoria Niec

YEAR 5 PERFORMANCE OF ‘A MIDSUMMER’S NIGHT DREAM’
As part of the ‘Shakespeare Schools Festival’, our Year 5 performed ‘A Midsummer’s Night Dream’ at The Old Rep
theatre in November. They worked with Thomas Synnott-Bell, who is an accomplished actor who has himself
performed in ‘King Lear’ at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre. Their performance was
extraordinary. Please read their outstanding appraisal by Nick Sutcliff from SSF at the end of
this newsletter.
Shakespeare Schools Foundation is a charity that transforms lives through the unique power of
Shakespeare and our school has been very lucky, once again, to be part of this incredible event.
This week, our Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to perform this for the KS2 children, and what a treat that was! A
big thank you to Mrs Stacey and Mrs Westley for ensuring all the children had an opportunity to take part in this
event and to make memories which will last them for a lifetime.

REMINDER:
We are going paperless with our Newsletters!
Thank you to all the families who have already given us a contact email addess.
As you know, this is THE LAST printed newsletter which will be sent to everyone.
As from January 2020, we will be going paperless with our Newsletter.
If you have not provided us with your email address, please come to the main school office with your
email address so we can put it on file.
What happens I you do not have an email address?
Do not worry! There will be paper copies available in the school office if you need one but no paper copies
will be given to children from January 2020.

THANK YOU MRS COUGHLIN
We would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to Mrs Josie Coughlin
for her many years of service to the children and staff at the Oratory. Mrs Coughlin
was our head cook and more recently a volunteer supporting our children with
reading. From the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU and God bless you always.

A THANK YOU NOTE
On behalf of all staff, we would like to extend a big thank you for your
cards and gifts for Christmas. Although it is never expected, your
kindness and generosity are much appreciated.
We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year
full of love, happiness and good healtth for you and your families.
God bless!

LISTENING TO YOU
During the Learning and Improvement Update Meeting this week, and after
listening to your feedback, we have now created an email address which you
can use to contact the Leadership Team with any suggestions you might
have. The email address is communication@oratory.bham.sch.uk. This
mailbox will be monitored daily and we will endeavour to get back to you as
soon as possible. Please use this to let us know your thoughts on which
aspects of school could be improved as well what the school is doing well.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Dates for your diary
 Tues 7 January: School re-opens for children.
The rest of the dates for this term can be found in our website www.oratory.bham.sch.uk/diary.htm

A word from Pope Francis:
““Advent is a time to prepare our hearts to receive Christ”

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

