Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 10th January 2020
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Headteacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

“Here is the light you will reveal to the nations” - Luke 2: 32

Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Compasionate and Loving
Throughout this half term our children will be reflecting upon being compassionate
towards others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving through their
just actions and forgiving words.

Catholic Life of the Oratory
Christmastide
We apply the name of Christmas to the 40 days which begins with
the Nativity of Our Lord, on the 25th December, and ends with
Candlemas on the 2nd February.
As we celebrated the Epiphany this week, we focus on the 'reveal' of
Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. We reflected on the Three Kings
and their commitment to travelling to find our Lord in order to
worship him.
In countries like Spain and Latin America, this feast day is celebrated
with the giving of presents in addition to Christmas Day. However,
Eastern Orthodox Christians actually celebrate Christmas on the day of the Epiphany.
During Mass, celebrating the Epiphany at the Vatican, Pope Francis called the faithful to be like the Magi,
who, he said, continued to look upward at the sky, took risks and set out bearing gifts for Christ.
'If we want to find Jesus, we have to overcome our fear of taking risks, our self-satisfaction and our
indolent refusal to ask anything more of life… We need to take more risks simply to meet a child (Jesus).
These risks are immensely worth the effort… since in finding that child, in discovering his tenderness and
love, we rediscover ourselves.'
Let our school community reflect and act upon the words of Pope Francis. Together we can take risks for
the greater good and in turn rediscover who we are and what our mission in this world is.

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance : 7th January to 10th January 2020:

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95% it is a cause for concern and you will be contacted by the school to
see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

We have gone paperless!
This is our first paperless Newsletter!
If you are reading this, it is because you have provided
us with your email address, thank you! If you are
aware of any families who have not yet provided us
with their email address, please remind them to come
to the school office and we will update our records
accordingly.
Newsletters will be published on the website
regularly, but as mentioned previously, we cannot
guarantee the day of the week when they will be
published.
2020 is the year when the Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School is
becoming more environmentally friendly and this is just the first step to
achieving our goal. Keep tuned to view the many initiatives we have in
mind to becoming more environmentally friendly throughout this year.
Together we can make a difference!

Reminder about appropriate use of Social Media
Some children might have got devices for Christmas which will allow them to
access social media.
We strongly recommend that you do not allow your children to use apps or
sites that encourage messaging or posting messages, pictures, voice notes or
videos. If parents and carers allow their children to do this, then your child must be supervised.
Social media can impact on your child's well-being in a negative way. Agree some rules together to
ensure time spent on devices is limited. See the expert advice from Internet Matters
(https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/). We would kindly ask all parents and carers whose children
have access to technology to monitor their usage as we know lack of vigilance can create unnecessary
situations.

Is your child due to start Reception in September 2020?
The closing date for Primary School applications for a place in a Reception Class for September 2020 is
midnight 15th January 2020. Information about how to complete an application form can be found at
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20119/school_admissions/1786/apply_for_reception_primary_sch
ool where you can also see a list of all Primary Schools.
If you have not submitted your application yet and you need support with this, Mrs Yaman will be holding
a workshop on Tuesday 14th January 2020 in school between 10:15 and 11:30am.
It is of paramount importance that you complete an application form before the closing date. Failure to
apply for a Reception place might result in your child not having a
school place next September.
If you have already applied for a place, please make sure that you
have received an email confirming this from Birmingham City
Council. If you have not received an email, you will need to
contact the City Council to confirm your application has been
received.
Should you require any further information please do not hesitate
to come and speak to us.

School Uniform
This week, we have noticed some or our children have been wearing items of
clothing which are not part of the Oratory school uniform.
We would like to kindly remind you that all children should be wearing the correct
Winter school uniform. If there is a specific reason as to why your child is not
wearing the correct uniform, please ensure a note is sent with your child specifying
the reason for this.
Winter uniform which should be worn is as follows:
 Burgundy sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan with our school logo.
 White or yellow polo shirt.
 Grey pinafore, skirt or trousers (no alterations on any of these items of clothing).
 Grey, burgundy or black tights (no coloured or decorated tights).
 White/grey socks (no coloured or decorated socks).
 Black shoes or sensibleflat black boots (no trainers).
 Hair - if girls have long hair it must be tied or pinned back. Hair bands and clips are allowed if they
are burgundy and small.
 Earrings - small stud earrings only.
For PE children should be wearing:
 Plain white t-shirt. No football tops or t-shirts with logos.
 Black shorts or black jogging / tracksuit bottoms.
 Black pumps.
 Trainers to be worn outside, only for sports, athletics or daily mile.
 Children in Y5 and Y6 should bring a small towel and a roll on deodorant to keep at school.
Children not wearing the correct uniform will be reminded by staff about appropriate school uniform.
Parents and carers will be contacted to ensure changes are made promptly. We would be most grateful
for your co-operation as we believe that looking smart make us feel smarter in addition to preparing
our children for Secondary School life.

Current affairs
Unfortunately, a number of sad events are going on in our common home at the
moment. World news shared via television, radio and social media can be quite
daunting and distressing for our children.
During the Christmas holidays our children heard about and saw pictures of a
number of environmental distaters: the Australian bushfires, extreme flooding in
the Indonesian capital of Jakarta and a food crisis in Zimbabwe and Zambia and
the current tensions between the USA and Iran.
Throughout this week, children have been asking a number of questions about the above news stories;
demonstrating a need to vocalise their thoughts in order to try to make sense of what is happening in the
world today. We would therefore encourage our families to talk about events in the news and to find out
what your child is thinking or possibly worrying about.
Please do come and speak to us if you feel your child would benefit from additional help in talking through
any worries they may have. At school, we will continue to aid our children’s understanding through the
Curriculum.

Where to find the most up to date information?
We are aware that on some ocassions dates on the school website have
not matched the dates given by class teachers or Newsletters.
In order to avoid any confusion, please always refer to ‘Latest News’ at
the top of the Home Page on our school website. If it is an urgent change
we will email you directly.
Our website is administered externally and therefore we are not always able to alter the website as
promptly as we would like.
We are working hard to improve our communication channels and we know you have already seen and
commented on the positive improvements. Thank you for your continued understanding and
co-operation.

Upcoming Sporting Fixtures



Wednesday 15th January Football Match (Home): Oratory v Guardian Angels,
from 3.30pm (BCCA Cup)
Thursday 23rd January Netball Match (Home): Oratory v Blakenhale, from
3.30pm.

Keep in your thoughts and prayers
Of your charity please pray for those who are ill or undergoing a personal difficulty at this
time.
Please pray for those enduring the current terrible bushfires in Australia, flooding in
Indonesia and food shortages in Zimbabwe and Zambia. We pray that world leader’s
work together, in harmony, to bring an end to the suffering of these communities.
Our Lady
St Philip Neri
St John Henry Newman
Pray for us
Pray for us
Pray for us

Dates for your diary









Tues 14th January from 10:15 until 11:30 - Reception placements application workshop for parents
and carers whose children are currently in Nursery and who have not yet applied for a school place
for September 2020.
Weds 15th January at 9:00 - Book Start Course begins for Nursery and Reception Parents. See email
sent on 08/01/2020 for further information.
Fri 17th January at 14:15 - Year 6 Mass - Feast day: St Anthony Abbot. All welcome.
Fri 14th February - Share a Green Heart Day … Let’s Talk About Climate Change!
Fri 14th February - Break up for Half Term.
17th to 21st February - Half Term.
Mon 24th February - School Re-opens

A word from Pope Francis:
“Welcoming those at our doors, bring peace and hope”

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

