Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 7th February 2020
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Head Teacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

"For where your treasure is, there also will be your heart."
Matthew 6:21
Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Compassionate and Loving
Throughout this half term our children are reflecting upon being compassionate towards others, near and far,
especially the less fortunate; and loving through their just actions and forgiving words. This week we have seen
more exceptional examples of children demonstrating these virtues and they will be receiving a certificate to
acknowledge this. Thank you for helping to build God’s Kingdom on earth.

Nursery
Reception
Year 1
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Year 5
Year 6

Nathan
Sebastian
Re’Kai
Brielle
Abdullyyee
Abigail
Mazie
Sophie

Mayley
Darcy
Lila
Irfan
Shamma
Bino
Mario
Charlie

Catholic Life of the Oratory
Children in Y6 have been celebrating the feast day of their class saint: St Josephine Bakhita. Today our
children wore their own clothes and reflected upon St Josephine’s experiEnces of slavery and her
compassion towards those who teated her so abysmally.
Eva, Melat and Renea in Y6 explained:
“St Jospehine Bakhita was only a young girl when she was kidnapped. She was sold reapeadetly. Her third
and final family treated her with respect. The daughter of this family was sent to Boarding School and
Josephine went with her. It was there that Josephine discovered God and devoted her life to him.
She is the Patron Saint of Human Trafficking because she went through the trauma of being a slave.
Our class is going to raise awarness within our school, our local community and nationally so that we can
support and help those who are victims of modern day slavery and suffer in silence.”
During Lent, Y6 will be fundraising for the Medaille Trust. In the weeks to come you will hear more about
their work and how the Oratory children are working together as Gospel Activists to combat modern
slavery.

Jesus said: “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.”
Love your friends, love your neighbours, love everyone. Treat everyone the same. Do not hurt one
another. Do not cause pain to one another. Jesus always loved. God is love. The reason love is so
important in this world is that when times are tough, we always pull together.

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance : 3rd February to 7th February 2020:

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95% it is a cause for concern and you will be
contacted by the school to see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

Sporting News!
Huge congratulations to our Football team who played against
St Anne’s Primary for the Catholic Cup and won 2-0! We are in the
quarter finals!!! All children from both teams played excellent
football. Our children demonstrated superb sportmanship, shone
brightly and made us all extremely proud.
Our Netball team played two matches against Edgbaston High School on Monday and Wednesday this
week. Although they didn’t win (this time!), during their second match they increased their score. Their
energy, resilience and positive attitude after both matches was commendable. We are so proud of their
determination to learn from these matches and view them as learning opportunities for,“You are not
finished when you lose. You are finished when you quit!” Thank you all for shining so brightly!

Think before you park!
We have had more complaints from local residents about our
parents and carers parking across their drives. Please note, it is
never acceptable to block anyone's drive.
Also, we would like to bring to your attention to police patrols
which are in operation and they are monitoring cars parked on the
zig-zag lines outside our school, on Oliver Road and Monument
Road.
Please ensure you refrain from parking there as you are
contravening parking laws and you could be fined for doing so.
You are also putting the safety of our children in jeopardy.
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Cello lessons are cancelled…
Please be aware that Cello lessons are cancelled next Monday 10th February 2020.
This is due to a prior engagement from the Cello teacher. If your child is in Year 4 or
Year 5 and currently attends Cello lessons, this will not be taking place next Monday,
therefore they need not to bring the cellos into school.
Lessons will resume as usual after half term.

LISTENING TO YOU
We would like to remind you that we have a dedicated email address which
you can use to contact the Leadership Team with any suggestions you
might have. The email address is communication@oratory.bham.sch.uk.
This mailbox will be monitored daily and we will endeavour to get back to
you as soon as possible. Please use this to let us know your thoughts on
which aspects of school could be improved as well what the school is doing
well. We look forward to hearing from you.

Internet Safety Day – 11th February 2020
Safer Internet Day 2020 is being celebrated around the world on Tuesday 11th
February 2020.The global theme is ‘together for a better internet’ and this
year in the UK we are putting the focus on how young people explore and
express their identity online.
Over the last few weeks we have been reminding you about monitoring your
child’s activity online.
To raise awareness of the importance of being safe online, KS1 and KS2
children will be taking part in activities next Tuesday afternoon. We are hoping that by raising awareness
of this, children will begin to develop attentiveness to their behavior and other’s behaviour online.
The website www.saferinternet.org.uk has a range of information anf resources available to parents and
carers. You can access these directly from www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internetday-2020/i-am-parent-or-carer
Let's create an internet where we are...
1. Free to be creative
The internet is a great place to experiment with how to represent yourself. Whether that is using filters or
emojis, or giving your avatar wings and green hair in a game, remember to have fun and use the internet
to release your inner creativity!
2. Free to be different
The internet allows us to find more of the things we like or relate to, but it’s also a place where we can
learn about people who are different to us. The internet can be a great place to express the things that
make you special or unique. Let’s celebrate the fact that so many different people are using it!
3. Free to feel safe
Always keep your personal information safe online. There are lots of ways you can express yourself
without giving this away. Remember that other people online may not always be who they appear to be,
so be sure to check with an adult if you are ever unsure about what to share or who you are chatting to
online.
4. Free to expect respect
If someone is treating you or your friends unkindly online, or not respecting you for who you are, you can
use the block and report buttons to take positive action to stop it, and make sure you tell someone too.
Remember to support your friends, and show others how to be respectful and kind online.
5. Free to ask for help
If you are ever unsure about something you see online, or anything makes you feel worried, upset or
confused then ask an adult that you trust for some help and advice.

Friends of the Oratory School (FOTOS)
Not only is 2020 the beginning of a new decade, it is also the year in which
we are re-organising FOTOS!
On Thursday 19th March we are holding a FOTOS meeting in the St John
Henry Newman Room at 2.30pm. Everyone is invited.
The purpose of the meeting is to recruit new members who may not be able
to attend planning meetings but would like to help at major events such as
our Christmas Disco, Summer Disco, St John Henry Newman Feast Day, First
Holy Communion and Corpus Christi Procession or the Summer Fayre.
We aim to compile a list of volunteers whom FOTOS can contact to help
support these school events and activities.
We are also looking for members who are able to attend regular meetings to plan forthcoming events,
source sponsorship and raise money for pre-determined projects. That person could be YOU!
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Thursday 19 th March.

Dates for your diary
























Fri 14th February - Share a Green Heart Day … Let’s Talk About Climate Change! Our children will
make and wear green hearts to promote discussion about how we can work together to Reduce,
Reuse and Recycle in order to care for our common home – PLANET EARTH!
Fri 14th February – Year 3 St Valentine’s Mass at 14:15. Everyone is welcome.
Fri 14th February - Break up for Half Term.
17th to 21st February - Half Term Holiday
Mon 24th February - School re-opens
Wed 26th February – Ash Wednesday Mass at the Oratory Church at 13:30. Everyone welcome.
Mon 2nd March – Fri 6th March - World Book Week Theme: Globalisation – Care for our common
home.
Mon 2nd March – Y2 and Y6 Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with
teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Tues 3rd March – Y1 and Y4 Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with teachers. Times
to be confirmed individually.
Wed 4th March – Y3 and Y5 Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with
teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Thurs 5th March –Nursery and Reception Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to
meet with teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Thurs 5th March – World Book Day. More details to be confirmed.
Fri 6th March – Y1 and Y2 Mass for Lent at 14:15 in school. Everyone is welcome.
Fri 13th March – Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church. Everyone is welcome.
Tues 17th March – St Patrick’s Day Celebration. Children can wear green clothes / items of
clothing.
Tues 17th March – Y6 Confirmation at 19:00 at the Oratory Church.
Thurs 19th March – Nursery and Reception Class Saint - St Joseph. Children can wear their own
clothes to school.
Thurs 19th March – Y5 Retreat Day (Growing Chaplaincy), 10:30 – 14:30, St Paul’s for Girls School
Thurs 26th March – Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church at 14:00 for Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
Thurs 26th March – Confessions, Oratory Church at 13:30 for Years 4, 5 and 6. Everyone welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y6 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y1 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.

















Tues 31st March – Y4 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Wed 1st April - Y2 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. ( Please note change of day) Parents and
carers welcome.
Weds 1st April - Y3 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 11:00. Parents and carers welcome.
Weds 1st April - Y5 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – Nursery and Reception Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers
welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – In School Retreat Day
Thurs 2nd April – Y3 and Y4 Passion Play at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Fri 3rd April – End of Term Mass at 9:15, school. Everyone welcome.
Fri 3rd April – School closes 13.30. Easter Holidays begin.
Sun 12th April – Easter Sunday.
Mon 20th April – Teacher Training Day
Tues 21st April – School reopens for all children. See you all at 8.50!
Friday 17th July – Last day of term. School closes at 3.15pm
Monday 20th July – Teacher Training Day

Keep in our thoughts and prayers
Of your charity please pray for those who are ill or undergoing
a personal difficulty at this time. In particular, we pray for
Christabel in Year 1 who is recovering from an operation she
had last week. We pray for a speedy recovery.
We also pray for Andy James whose funeral was held this week. May the perpetual light shine upon him
and may he rest in peace. Amen.
Our Lady
Pray for us

St Philip Neri
Pray for us

St John Henry Newman
Pray for us

A word from Pope Francis:
”To follow Jesus means to share his love for every human being.”

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

