Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 14th February 2020
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Headteacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

"You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

Matthew – 22:39

Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Compassionate and Loving
Throughout this half term our children are reflecting upon being compassionate towards
others, near and far, especially the less fortunate; and loving through their just actions and
forgiving words. This week we have seen some excellent examples of children demonstrating
these virtues and they will be receiving a certificate to acknowledge this. Well done everyone!
Thank you for helping to build God’s Kingdom on earth.

Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Rhian
Liam
Theresia
Antonio
Ana
Tyrese
Lilly
Ashley

Ora
Erin
Makai
Ninnette
Maksymilian
Tillie
Essay
Khalouj

Catholic Life of the Oratory
‘Options for the Poor’ Workshop at St Paul’s
On Thursday, a group of our children had an opportunity to attend a day
at St Paul’s School for Girls with schools from the Caritas Christi in Urbe
group. The day was centered around the ‘The Good Samaritan’ which links
with our ‘Building God’s Kingdom on Earth’ curriculum. The children took
part in three different workhops:
 An Art workshop where they created a mosaic of the “Good
Samaritan”;
 An Acting activity about The Good Samaritan which helped our
children understanding it further through acting it out;
 A singing activity.
Our children did us proud! Not only did our children have a wonderful time, they also had the opportunity
to meet and work alongside children from other Caritas Schools; making memories they will treasure for
ever.

Wearing a Green Heart For Climate Change - Let’s begin a dialogue…
Our children are wearing green hearts today, St Valentine’s Day!
What better day to begin a converstaion about how, together, we can care and
show love for our common home – Planet Earth!
Scientists have told us what we need to do. We must stop adding to climate
change. And we need to act fast. Unless we make dramatic changes, there will be
no way to reverse the damage caused by climate change. We can also do
something about climate change in our own lives. We can make small changes
every day, such as reducing our energy use, recycling more and cutting out car journeys where possible.
Click on the following links and talk with your child about how together we can make small changes to save
our planet! https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone/Learn-about-the-world and
https://youtu.be/v8unGCTWUWI
You could also try some of these activities home with your child! https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Kidz-Zone

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance : 10th February to 14th February 2020:

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95% it is a cause for concern and you will be
contacted by the school to see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

PUNCTUALITY
We would like to emphasise the importance of being in school on
time as we have a growing number of children routinely arriving at
school after 9:00 and collecting their children after 15:15.
School starts at 8:50 every day. Children need to arrive in school
between 8:50 and 9:00 so that they can start their lessons promptly.
Children who arrive late are greatly disadvantaged because they miss
starting the day with their peers and the beginning of lessons. This
means that they are often unsettled and confused about tasks. Their
teacher will not always be able to re explain work.
It is also very important that children establish good routines and
habits in preparation for the rest of their lives. Punctuality is a life skill that they need to develop whilst
they are young.
It is essential that you ensure that your child arrives at school on time to prevent disruption to your child’s
own learning and that of others.
We will continue to focus on this area with children through class work and school assemblies.
We are required to monitor children’s punctuality and attendance. On-going lateness (after the class
register has been taken) is classified as an unauthorised absence and this is contrary to The Education Act.
We understand that there may be rare occasions when you are unavoidably late due to unforeseen
circumstances. On these occasions please make sure that you contact the school office to inform us when
you will arrive.
Children must be collected from their classes at 15:15 unless they have your permission to go home by
themselves.
If you are experiencing difficulties with punctuality and would like to talk to us about it, please make an
appointment to do so.
Please keep in mind that Breakfast Club is available to children from 8:00 at a cost of £2 per day. There are
also a number of clubs after school which your child can attend. Please check the school website or
contact us in school for more information.

DOJO WINNERS – Spring 1
As part of our positive behaviour management programme, we use a system which awards positive
attitudes, Catholic Pupil Profile virtues, dipositions to learning and positive behaviour. We are very proud
to announce Spring 1 winners. Each child has received a special certificate, star lapel pin and a £5
WHSmith voucher.
Thank you everyone for your sustained hard work and being such super Oratory role models!
Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Spring 1 Dojo Winners
Nehemia
Evelyn
Ina
Amanadad
Leyla
Nikolay
John Victor
Hannah
Adina
Thomas
Abigail
Tymon
Mariana
Barack
Shay
Anya

HEADTEACHER AWARD – Spring 1
The first half of the Spring term has seen these children follow our mission statement each and every day,
‘Shinning as to be a light to others’. This is a huge achievement. We have a special display in our school
where we proudly celebrate those children who achieve this award on a half termly basis.
Thank you everyone for your sustained hard work and being such an outstanding Oratory role models!
Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Spring 1 Headteacher Award Winners
Henrik
Ora
Ted
Betania
Chentiwini
Cayden
Rafaella
Oliver
Karolina
Tommy
Zekaryas
Sharon
Anabelle
Mykie
Sophia
Alfie-Jay

Shrove Tuesday Pancake party!
On Tuesday 25th February the Oratory Church is hosting a Shrove
Tuesday Party from 7pm to celebrate St John Henry Newman’s
birthday. There will be a buffet dinner with pancakes served, punch,
tea plus coffee and sweets. This will take place in the Lower and
Upper cloister halls.
There will be Victorian light music sung and played as well as
Fathers' entertainment.
Family tickets cost £25.00. Individual adults' tickets are £10.00.
Children between 10 and 15 years old cost £5 and under 10 year
olds are free of charge.
The money raised from the ticket sale will go towards the aid of the Restoration Fund.
If you are interested in attending please ask for further information at the church.

Safer Internet Day
On Tuesday we marked ‘Safer Internet Day’. All children had an
opportunity to explore different issues around the use of the
internet and how to be safe online. Children really enjoyed doing
some of these activities and gained alot of knowledge.
The children also took part in a whole school assembly and their
contributions were execptional. Our children reflected on their
own online behaviour and how they can keep safe.
Parents and carers received an email containing an ‘Online Safety
Guide’. We would encourage you to share this with your children
and use it to further inform them and empower them when being
online.
If there is anything you are concerned about relating to online safety please come and speak with us.

‘Early Islamic Civilisations’ workshop
On Thursday 13th February Year 6 took part in a workshop delivered by Altru
Education. During the workshop we developed our understanding of Early
Islamic Civilisations by taking part in a variety of drama activities including
dramatized timelines, freeze frames, news reports and a whole class
performance.
These are some of the feedback comments shared by the pupils:
 ‘It was so much fun. I loved all of the activities and I thought that it was a
super way to learn!’ - Anya
 ‘I found the Early Islamic Civilisation workshop amazing. We had chance to
work in teams and share our ideas to develop role plays whilst finding out facts at the same time!’ Sophie
 ‘This workshop helped us to understand how people lived during the Islamic Golden Age. My favourite
part was when each group produced a news report about important events from the Islamic Golden
Age. We looked at the chronology of the events and performed them in the correct order. This was a
great way to learn because we got to express our knowledge in a way that was enjoyable.’ - Danny

Dates for your diary











17th to 21st February - Half Term Holiday
Mon 24th February - School re-opens
Wed 26th February – NOTE THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE TO THIS TIME AND PLACE - Ash
Wednesday Mass is in school. Years 2, 3, 4 5 and 6 at 9:15. Everyone is welcome.
Wed 26th February – Lenten Service - Reception and Year 1 at 10:20. Everyone is welcome.
Mon 2nd March – Fri 6th March - World Book Week Theme: Globalisation – Care for our common
home.
Mon 2nd March – Y2 and Y6 Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with
teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Tues 3rd March – Y1 and Y4 Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with teachers. Times
to be confirmed individually.
Wed 4th March – Y3 and Y5 Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to meet with
teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Thurs 5th March –Nursery and Reception Learning Together Day. Parents and carers invited to
meet with teachers. Times to be confirmed individually.
Thurs 5th March – World Book Day. More details to be confirmed.


























Fri 6th March – Y1 and Y2 Mass for Lent at 14:15 in school. Everyone is welcome.
Fri 13th March – Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church at 14:15. Everyone is
welcome.
Tues 17th March – St Patrick’s Day Celebration. Children can wear green clothes / items of
clothing.
Tues 17th March – Y6 Confirmation at 19:00 at the Oratory Church.
Thurs 19th March – Nursery and Reception Class Saint - St Joseph. Children can wear their own
clothes to school.
Thurs 19th March – Y5 Retreat Day (Growing Chaplaincy), 10:30 – 14:30, St Paul’s for Girls School
Thurs 26th March – Confessions, Oratory Church at 13:30 for Years 4, 5 and 6. Everyone welcome.
Thurs 26th March – Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church at 14:00 for Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
Tues 31st March – Y2 and Y6 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y1 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y4 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Weds 1st April - Y3 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 11:00. Parents and carers welcome.
Weds 1st April - Y5 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – Nursery and Reception Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers
welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – In School Retreat Day
Thurs 2nd April – Y3 and Y4 Passion Play at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Fri 3rd April – End of Term Mass at 9:15, school. Everyone welcome.
Fri 3rd April – School closes 13.30. Easter Holidays begin.
Sun 12th April – Easter Sunday.
Mon 20th April – Teacher Training Day
Tues 21st April – School reopens for all children. See you all at 8.50!
Friday 17th July – Last day of term. School closes at 3.15pm
Monday 20th July – Teacher Training Day

Keep in our thoughts and prayers
Of your charity please pray for those who are ill or undergoing a personal difficulty at
this time. In particular we pray for Christabel in Year 1 who is recovering from an
operation. We pray for a speedy recovery.
Our Lady
Pray for us

St Philip Neri
Pray for us

St John Henry Newman
Pray for us

A word from Pope Francis:
”Never give up on the people you love. Never give up on being happy.”

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

