Oratory R.C. Primary and Nursery School
Newsletter 6th March 2020
“Shine as to be a light to others”
Headteacher: Mrs C Dickinson
Website: www.oratory.bham.sch.uk

School Office Number: 0121 454 0600

Email: enquiry@oratory.bham.sch.uk

Family Mass at the
Oratory of St Philip Neri
Sunday 12 noon
Everyone welcome!

"This is my comfort in my affliction, that your promise gives me life."
Psalm 119:50

Catholic Pupil Profile Virtues: Faith-filled and Hopeful
Throughout this half term our children are reflecting upon being faith-filled and
hopeful. Pupils at the Oratory school are growing to be faith-filled in their beliefs
and hopeful for the future. This week we have seen some excellent examples of
children demonstrating these virtues and they will be receiving a certificate to
acknowledge this. Well done everyone! Thank you for helping to build God’s Kingdom
on earth.
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Emelia
Joshua
Eyob
Isaac
Nadia
Joradn
Carl
Jason

Dylan
Adaeze
Rubeigh
Tamarah
Amari
Faven
Samantha
Melat

Catholic Life of the Oratory
Oratory is becoming a 'We School'! Through the development of knowledge,
skills, motivation and our Catholic Values we are empowering our children to
become change makers and future leaders.
A fine example of this is Eva and Sophie (year 6) who are part of the Worship
Team and who are working on a project in order to raise money for a number
of charities we are working with. This is their report:
“At the Oratory, we are trying to raise money for charity. We have raised money
in the past for CAFOD, CRISIS at Christmas, Aid to the Church in Need and Father
Hudson’s.
Recently, we have welcomed refugee families to our Oratory community and therefore, during Lent we would
like to raise money for Brushstrokes, a charity that raises money for refugees and migrants in the West
Midlands. We are doing this because we want to spread awareness about refugees and the hidden poor of
the West Midlands and all over the world!
We were inspired to do this by Margo (from Father Hudson’s charity) who was telling us how a school she
went to were doing activities every Friday to raise money.
So to kick it off, next Friday (13/03/2020) we will be running a “How many sweets in the jar?” competition.
Children will be able to guess how many sweets are in the jar by paying 10p per guess. We will count the
sweets at the end of lunchtime on Friday and the person who comes closest to the number of sweets in the
jar will get ALL OF THE SWEETS!
On Friday 20th March, we ask all children to come into school
dressed as their favourite ‘Superhero’ bringing in £1. Please
don’t feel pressured to buy anything new – reuse and recycle
things you already have! Most of us admire super heroes for
their strength and resilience. We also admire great leaders,
historical figures, family members and friends for the same
reasons. So your superhero can be anyone… think carefully
about who you will be as I know the staff will ask who you have
chosen to be and why!
Please help us raise money for Brushstrokes by taking part in our
activities throughout Lent!
Eva and Sophie (Year 6 – Worship Team)
Look out in next week’s newsletter for further ways in which we will be raising money for our three
chosen charities:
1. Medaille Trust - exists to provide refuge and freedom to victims of modern slavery – supporting
them as they rebuild their lives. More information can be found at https://www.medailletrust.org.uk/
2. Good Shepherd Boxes (Father Hudson’s) that every child has brought home. We hope that these
boxes will be filled to help refugees and asylum seekers to the West Midlands through the work of
Brushstrokes. https://www.fatherhudsons.org.uk/community-projects/brushstrokes/2.htm
CAFOD – Supporting the rights of the indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest to defend their lands
and have access to safe places to build their homes, grow food and make a living. In the Amazon, a piece
of land bigger than a football pitch is lost every minute through de-forestation and the homes of people
who live there are being threatened. CAFOD is hoping to work with local experts to reach thousands more
families to help defend and protect the precious rivers, forest and animals of the Amazon.
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Lent

Attendance and Punctuality Matters!
Whole school attendance : 2nd – 6th March 2020:

Going on holiday during term time is frowned upon by the government and
Birmingham Local Authority. Mrs Dickinson is unable to authorise your child’s
absence if you take time off for holidays during term time.
If your child’s attendance is below 95% it is a cause for concern and you will be
contacted by the school to see if there is something we can do to support you and your family.

Learning Together Days
Thank you to all the Parents and Carers who attended the Learning Together Days
this week. It is always very helpful to have an opportunity to share the progress of
your children as well as having a chance to discuss any additional matters with our
families. We are currently collating the information from the questionnaires and
the results will be published and emailed in due course.
Once again, thank you for your participation and for the very positive feedback and
areas we could further improve upon. Comments incuded:
 Helps my child to learn new skills. I would recommend this school because of its discipline and
education. My daughter is in Nusery and her learning is amazing. (Nusery)
 Creates a very friendly atmosphere and environment for the children. Great teachers. Encourages
confidence. The school is very supportive and staff are understanding and listen to your concerns
(Rec)
 My child is happy at this school and makes good progress. Education and Catholic Life are great. They
always keep me informed of any changes. The school supports and helps my child and us. Cooperation with teachers is at a high level. We are very pleased that this is the school our child attends.
(Y1)
 All the staff are friendly and listen to the parents always. Making sure our children are passionate
about learning. Keeps parents informed vis email and the newsletter. Both of my children enjoy their
time at the Oratory school. Great atmoshere, surroundings and support from everyone. (Y2)
 Supportive, good communication and learning outcomes. Good teaching standards. Good teaching,
personal attention, opportunties to communicate with the school and teachers. Developing a well
rounded person. Has a great range of before and after school clubs. (Y4)
 Happy and friendly staff. Great support for children and families. They keep our children safe and
encourage our children. The school is nice, small and feels nurturing and tight knit. The school cares.
They feel like it is their second home. (Y5)
The school offers good learning and support. Good improvements with email and twitter. Continue
improving parental involvement. All my kids are in the school – good learning outcomes and very
supportive. Everyone is very caring. This is a good scahool that sets the child up for the best start in like.
Looking after the children ad heling them reach their potential. A very good school with family and
Catholic values. (Y6)

Fabulous Finish Week
This is a reminder that our Fabulous Finish week is coming soon. All Parents an d carers are welcome. The
times and days are as follows:
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2

Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Thursday 2nd April at 9:30
Tuesday 31st March at 14:30
Wednesday 1st April at 14:30
(Note the change of date and
time to accommodate more
parents and carers)
Wednesday 1st April at 11:00
Tuesday 31st March at 14:30
Wednesday 1st April at 14:30
Tuesday 31st March at 9:30

The children always look forward to showcasing their new knowledge, skills and learning that they have
aquired throughout the Spring Term

World Book Day – Globalisation: Care for our Common Home
On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day in school and we all wore green in support of the theme
‘Laudato Si: Care for our Common Home!
Children and staff alike wore green and brought in their favourite books as well as their favourite teddies!
Thank you to Miss Katerina Vitova (Samantha’s mum in Year 5) who donated a vast number of books for
children to take home. We have developed a true love for Reading in school and this has been evident
today when our children were so excited about reading throughtout the afternoon!

Education City
We would like to make you aware that we have purchased a licence which allows all children to access the
program from home at any time (including evenings and
weekends).
This is an excellent site linked to the National Curriculum where
children can practice a range of skills in English, Maths and
Science.
All children have been given their usernames and passwords. If
there are any problems acces sing this site, please come and
speak to Mrs Galloway.

Coronavirus Update
Following latest news reports, please be reassured
that the school is following the advice of Public
Health England (PHE) and the Local Authority to
safeguard the health of our whole school
community, including pupils and staff.
One of the most effective and simple measures
which follows Government guidance and remains
the best way of significantly reducing the chances of spreading any virus is to keep on encouraging our
children to always:
 Sneeze or cough into a tissue and bin it.
 Wash their hands frequently especially after going to the toilet and before eating meals.
 Wash their hands for 20 seconds – the equivalent to singing ‘Happy Birthday’ twice.
Please take time to view this CBBC Newsround clip with your child; it will also give you the opportunity to
discuss any worries they may have. It is entitled, ‘Coronavirus: Why is might not be as scary as it sounds.’
Some of our children have already seen it at school.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51342366?fbclid=IwAR3CyZq5rzXVoyGCgWjjpx6YqoetuZ1tP16y7wMjUR6uwg
WyhRmf0aFTrAs

Please see below where up to the minute advice and information can be sought if required.
Department for Education Coronavirus helpline
Parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows:
Phone: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday)
Where to find the latest information
Updates on COVID-19:
•
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas:
•
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus

Punctuality
We are still seeing a considerable of children arriving to school after the gates have
closed.
As we have previously said, it is of paramount importance that your child arrives to
school on time as lateness causes disruption to your child’s own learning and that of
others.
We will continue to focus on this area with children through class work and school assemblies.
We are required to monitor children’s punctuality and attendance. On-going lateness (after the class
register has been taken) is classified as an unauthorised absence and this is contrary to The Education Act.
If your child’s lateness is due to his/her choice (ie. refusing to get out of bed when asked, refusing to get
dressed…etc) please come and speak to Mrs Herrera who will be able to offer you some support. We have
put in place some strategies for some regular late arrivers and this is proving very positive for their
learning as well as relieving a lot of stress and pressure from parents’ morning routine.

Dates for your diary


























Tuesday 10th March – Y3 Learning Together Meetings from 8.30 – 5.30am.
Tuesday 10th March – Skinny Gardener Visit and 2nd City Radio from 10am. Let’s get gardening!
Wednesday 11th March – Y3 Trip to Black Country Museum.
Fri 13th March – Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6, Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church. Everyone is welcome.
Tues 17th March – St Patrick’s Day Celebration. Children can wear green clothes or any green item
of clothing.
Tues 17th March – Y6 Confirmation at 19:00 at the Oratory Church.
Thurs 19th March – Nursery and Reception Class Saint - St Joseph. Children can wear their own
clothes to school.
Thurs 19th March – Y5 Retreat Day (Growing Chaplaincy), 10:30 – 14:30, St Paul’s for Girls School
Thurs 26th March – Stations of the Cross, Oratory Church at 14:00 for Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.
Thurs 26th March – Confessions, Oratory Church at 13:30 for Years 4, 5 and 6. Everyone welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y6 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y1 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Tues 31st March – Y4 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Weds 1st April – Y2 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome. Please note
the change of date from Tuesday 31st March.
Weds 1st April - Y3 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 11:00. Parents and carers welcome.
Weds 1st April - Y5 Fabulous Finish Showcase at 14:30. Parents and carers welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – Nursery and Reception Fabulous Finish Showcase at 9:30. Parents and carers
welcome.
Thurs 2nd April – Whole School Retreat Day led by Y5. Mass at 1:30pm, school. Everyone
welcome. Following Mass Y5 will lead affirmation sessions in each class. (Please note end of
term Mass is on Thursday 2nd April NOT Friday 3rd April)
Fri 3rd April - Y3 and Y4 Passion Play at 13:00. Parents and carers welcome. (Please note the
Passion Play is on Friday 3rd April NOT Thursday 2nd April.)
Fri 3rd April – School closes 13.30. Easter Holidays begin.
Sun 12th April – Easter Sunday.
Mon 20th April – Teacher Training Day
Tues 21st April – School reopens for all children. See you all at 8.50!
Friday 17th July – Last day of term. School closes at 3.15pm
Monday 20th July – Teacher Training Day

Keep in our thoughts and prayers
Of your charity please pray for those who are ill or undergoing a personal difficulty
at this time. In particular we pray for a parent and family member of our teaching
staff who have both undergone surgery this week and Fr Paul Chavasse.
Our Lady
Pray for us

St Philip Neri
Pray for us

St John Henry Newman
Pray for us

A word from Pope Francis:
”Lent is a journey of returning to the essential, during which the Lord asks
us to follow three steps: almsgiving, prayer and fasting.”
Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Oratory_rc

